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In our day and age there is a lot of talk about a higher consciousness.
People want to really feel with it. They want to leave the humdrum
affairs of everyday life and have an exhilarating experience. This,
of course, is the underlying advertising theme of many of the products
that are sold today, especially cruises, vacations, and trips of

all sorts. Most people, even if they will not admit it, usually

end up just tired and, sometimes, airsick or seasick from the trips.
They never really ever get that extraspecial exhilarating experience
that was promised them in the advertisements. They do learn a lot

and see a lot of things, but usually they are very, very glad to

get home again where they can have real satisfying life experiences.

In the Torah portion, Shmini, we learnm about the dedication of the
Tabernacle in the wilderness. This should have been Aaron's happiest
day. He was being inaugurated as the High Priest. However, on this
day tragedy struck. Two of his sons, Nodov and Avihu, were struck
down because they offered strange fire to G-d. Rabbi Naftali Berlin
says that the reason they were struck down was not because they were
bad people, but because they were looking for _, _.itual experiences
in the wrong way. They.thought that they could take a shortcut to
get an exciting, exhilarating spiritual experience. They had brought
strange fire before G-d which He had not commanded them. They did
not want the responsibilities of the world. All they wanted was

just to love G-d.

The Kabbic tell us that the reason it took eight days to dedicate
the Tabernacle was because there were seven days of creation. The

first seven days of the dedication of the Tabernacle were to demonstrate
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that the Tabernacle first had to be part of this world with all its
responsibilities, and only then could it reach the spiritual level
of the eighth day. We all know that material things alone do not
satisfy, but we cannot short circuit them when we want to go beyond

ourselves and gain a spiritual experience.

o
-~
v

On the radio and in the newspapers we hear continually about striving

for a higher consciousness, about how,if we will do all sorts of

things from eating health foods to looking at our naval, we will

get into contact with higher realms. Unfortunately, most of these

fads are, at best, foolish and, at worst, destructive. In our day

music and, unfortunately, drugs are being used as vehicles to get

these types of exciting, exhilarating experiences. In an earlier

period popular music was comforting and soothing. During the Depression
and World War Two people did not crave those exciting and exhilarating
experiences. They had had enough of them in the hardships of poverty

and war. They were looking for a little solace and comfort and beauty.
Today much of our popular music is meant to create excitement, exhilaration,
and a raised conscience. The music is raucous and, many times, ludicrous.
Even the costumes the singers wear are ridiculous. These young people
feel that they must do unusual and even ludicrous things to get imto

contact with a higher consciousness.

This was, of course, Nodov and Avihu's error. They thought that
they could achieve this higher conscience by shunning and denying
this world. They refused to marry. They had such a great passion

for G-d that all they wanted to do was concentrate on getting closer




image3.png
March 1984
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
Page Three

to G-d. Some Rabbis said that they even got drunk, like some of

our youngsters do today when they take drugs, in order to reach a

higher conscience. They thought that they could force a spiritual
experience. The people who sniff cocaine today are doing the same

thing. There are no shortcuts to a spiritual experience. The Tabernacle

could not be dedicated until the eighth day.

We in Judaism do not believe that you can reach the spiritual by
denying the material. The only way you can have a spiritual life

is by going through the material. Nodov and Avihu brought strange
fire to G-d. Fire in Hebrew is "Eish", a word which is composed

of two letters, Aleph and Shin, which can stand for "Emes'" and "Sholom",
which mean "truth" and "peace"”. Nodov and Avihu felt that all that
was important in life was truth and peace. They wanted the truth
and peace of a mystical experience with G-d. We in Judaism reject
the mystical experience which does not go through people. Communing
with G-d while letting others suffer is not religion in Jewish eye;.
Abraham even told G-d to wait, according to the Rabbis, when G-d

had appeared to him in order that he could take care of the needs

of three strangers.

We reach G-d best, according to our tradition, when we join together
with others to do good, when we use the physical, not demny it, to
elevate ourselves and others. It is interesting to note that the

Rabbis say that when Nodov and Avihu died only their souls were consumed.
Their bodies remained untouched. This, too, emphasizes the fact

that their death was caused because of a passion of their souls.
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The passions of the soul are the worst kind of passions because they
give usually kind and considerate people the capacity to do terrible
things to themselves and to others. The Rabbis also say that Nodov
and Avihu said among themselves, "When will these old people die

so we can take over and do things right?" Their passion for G-d

had even caused them to show disrespect and contempt for their own

father and uncle.

We have always believed that a spiritual life comes from elevating

the physical. It is true that the upper levels of a house are more
beautiful than the foundations, but if the foundations are neglected
or destroyed then the house will totter. This is the same lesson
which Yisro taught his son-in-law, Moshe, when he saw him sitting
while all the people were standing when he was judging them. Yisro
did not like this one iota because Moshe, by so doing, was not showing
respect to the people. No one could have loved the Jewish people

more than Moshe but this act of disrespect could, in time, destroy

the love that Moshe had for the Jewish people. When we go to so
called higher levels like love we must never do away with the so
called lower levels of respect of etiquette because our lack of respect

will eventually destroy our love, and we will be left with nothing.

Nodov and Avihu did not understand this. They thought that because
they loved G-d and wanted to love Him more than anything else they
were free from the responsibilities of this world, from marrying
and having a family, that they were free from showing respect to

Moshe and Aaron, and that they were free from other normal forms
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of behavior like sobriety. They justified what they were doing by
claiming that they were overwhelmed by love of G-d. This in Judaism
will not wash. We never say that higher forms like love supercede

any other forms like respect or law or etiguette.

This is illustrated even in the blessings we say every day. It is

true that we have a special blessing for fruits and for vegetables

and for cakes. There is a hierarchy in blessings. However, if one

did make the blessing for a vegetable on a fruit, he has still fulfilled
the requirement for making a blessing. He may not have said the

best blessing, but he has fulfilled the requirement. The higher
blessing never supercedes the lower blessing. This is why, too,

I believe that the laws of Kashruth are stated right after this incident
of Nodov and Avihu. The Torah is telling us, "You want a spiritual
life? Then elevate all aspects of your life. Make sure you do not

give pain to animals. Make sure you do not do disgusting things

and feel that by so doing you can reach Me."

Holiness means remembering that G-d took you out of Egypt. It means
remembering the poor and the afflicted. You want a high? You can
get it, but there are no shortcuts. Everyone knows that if you want
to play beautiful music,you have to practice long and hard, and if
you want a spiritual experience you must sanctify all aspects of
your life. You must never say that since I love someone or something
that is enough. You must show your love by your deeds, and you must
live all aspects of your life whether eating or drinking, walking

or talking, with holimess. Love never supercedes law or etiquette

or respect. It just compliments it.




